A palimpsest is a manuscript or document that has been written over or erased, and the original text or image can still be partially visible or legible. This can occur when a scribe or artist writes or draws over an existing text, often to reuse the parchment or vellum, or when the original text has been erased or worn away over time.
In other words, a palimpsest is a document that has been superimposed or overlaid with another layer of writing, making it a unique artifact of history.
The lower text, dated to the first century of Islam (7th century AD), contains a non-standard version of the Quran. The upper text, written over the erased lower text, conforms to the standard Uthmanic Quran. This suggests the Quran underwent a process of development and compilation in its early transmission.
The manuscript was discovered in 1972 during restoration of the Great Mosque of Sana'a in Yemen. Modern technologies like X-ray fluorescence imaging have enabled reading the erased lower text.
The Sana'a Palimpsest is a significant artifact in the study of the Qur'an's early textual history, offering evidence of the text's development over time. Here's a summary of the evidence supporting the claim regarding the Sana'a Palimpsest:
Two Layers of Text: The Sana'a Palimpsest contains two superimposed Qur'anic texts within two layers of writing on thirty-eight leaves of parchment. This is a clear indication of a palimpsest, where an original text was erased to make room for a later writing (Institute of Ismaili Studies).
Dating of the Texts: The lower text of the palimpsest has been dated to the first century of Islam, which corresponds to the seventh century AD. This suggests that the original writing was from the early period of Islam. The upper text, written over the erased lower text, indicates a subsequent phase of textual recording or revision (Institute of Ismaili Studies).
Discovery and Analysis: The manuscript was identified as a palimpsest Quran in 1981, part of a cache of Quranic and non-Quranic fragments discovered in Yemen during a 1972 restoration of the Great Mosque of Sanaa. Its analysis has been facilitated by modern technologies, including ultraviolet light, which have made it possible to read the erased lower text (Wikipedia).
Differences Between the Texts: The presence of two distinct Qur'anic texts, separated by time and content, supports the notion that the Qur'an underwent a process of development and compilation. The differences between the upper and lower texts suggest variations in the textual tradition of the Qur'an during its early transmission (Jstor).
Significance: The Sana'a Palimpsest is a unique artifact that provides insight into the scribal practices and the transmission of the Qur'an in the first centuries of Islam. It is an enduring piece of Islamic heritage that highlights the dynamic nature of the Qur'anic text's early development (The New Arab).
The evidence from the Sana'a Palimpsest, particularly the discovery of two superimposed texts from different periods, supports the claim that the Qur'an was still in development during the late 7th and 8th centuries. This artifact, analyzed with modern technology, reveals the complex history of one of the world's most significant religious texts.
For visual reference, here are images related to the Sana'a Palimpsest:
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The San‘a’ palimpsest (Codex San‘a’ 1)
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Scriptio superior: Scriptio inferior:
Q. 2:277-286 Q.2:206-223
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Scriptio superior:
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Q. 2:191-205
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Image uploaded online by B. Sadeghi and al, The Codex of San's', Arabica (2010)
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